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There isn't strength to deliver children
(Is. 37:1-7)

If a woman who delivers a child does not have enough strength,
that situation must be the worst pain and misery.

King Hezekiah and the Jewish people just had the same situation
like this. “They told him, ‘This is what Hezekiah says: This day is a
day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the
point of birth and there is no strength to deliver them” (Is 37:3).

The king of Assyria, Sennacherib attacked Judah but Judah did
not have any power to defend against them. King Hezekiah who was
one of the three sage kings had a very deep faith. Before God, he
practiced honestly and dreamed the reformation of faith in Judah.
However, before he accomplished his dream, he was consigned to
death by Sennacherib and Rabshakeh. It is just like a woman who
does not have strength to deliver a child.

And then, surprisingly there appeared the opposition of war. King Sennacherib
was stabbed to dead by his official and Rabshakeh
was defeated completely. In contrast, King
Hezekiah experienced an astonishing revival, his
dream of faith reformation was accomplished, and
he could become a high and noble man in the
world nations.

How did this kind of the opposition of war
break out?

“When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his
clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the
Temple of the Lord.” (37:1).

The King Hezekiah suddenly got up by facing
the reality of homeland, and changed his clothes
with sackcloth. right after he put on sackcloth,
and his secretaries did too. Changing their clothes
with sackcloth meant that they want to repent.
The sackcloth was the symbol of sorrow and
repentance of which their homeland’s destiny
reached this difficult situation because of all of
their sins. To start coming and repenting before
the Lord was to start the great opposition of war.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. It is God
who never despises a broken and contrite heart
(Ps 51-17). The broken and contrite heart should
really become the method to solve our sacrifices.

King Hezekiah knew the power of prayer.
That's why Hezekiah asked the prophet Isaiah to
pray God. Then, through the prophet Isaiah, he received God’s amazing response.
When the prophet Isaiah prayed, King Hezekiah pray before God too.

“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: because you have prayed to
me concerning Sennacherib King of Assyria “ (37:21).

God heard Hezekiah and worked for them. Because God heard this, it had
been done.

My beloved Christians,

When we sincerely pray to God, God takes an active hand in our problem.
In our family, and at work, when we are just like a woman who does not have
strength to deliver a child because our relation and future are not certain, by
praying earnestly, I sincerely pray that you and I will fulfill our strength to deliver
a dream in the name of Jesus Christ.
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